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August, 1942
A watchman reports that the Atagi home
in Steveston has been “broken into and pilfered.”

April 17, 1943
Unaware, Kaoru Atagi requests a shipment of
belongings from a secret compartment in his home.

May 19, 1943
Officials search his property.

January 2, 1945
Kaoru protests losses.

August 15, 1947
An official tells Kaoru that only a “superhuman effort”
could have protected his property.

Library and Archives Canada/ RG33-69, RG117-C-3

Kaoru (in glasses) and his family live on a
farm in the interior of British Columbia

as they wait out internment.
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‘ FILE NO. 8965
EXHinn ;7-— AL
DATE. /o e
Internal correspondence ‘ - : Y ,d’
between Office of the AGL BOAT WOSKS . A & 27
Custodian officials. By and Ret. Rocas
Mr. Green

from Hobinson

On Aug. 14 recelved request from C. Bredeson, watchman for
Ategi Boat House and Nets, that houses were being broken into and
pilfered. He said he reported to police who came out but could
do nothing.

I reported to you and was instructed to move the remainder.

This was done but my opinion is that a lot of furniture
and utensils and clothes had been stolen and removed before we
arrived. It took us 3 days and even then we noticed evidence
of pilfering over night.

My report 52 and 53 covers the remainder.
The Custodian only became responsible after the watchman

reported the thefte as the owner boarded up the house and left
in care of the watchman. This is a very bad case of pilfering.

The Atagi Boatworks
is broken into and looted.

Offcials do not notify Kaoru.

I hereby certify that the foregoing words are z true copy
of the original whereof they purport to be a copy.
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B8 APRIL17,1943

Kaoru submits a request to the Office
of the Custodian. He would like the belongings
he left behind sent to him in internment.
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Kaoru draws a map to help officials
find the secret compartment.

national museum

& cultural centre KAORU ATAGI: Case File BROKEN PROMISES

N|kke| JOURNEYS Digital Resource e



MAY 19,1943

Internal correspondence between

Office of the Custodian officials

Officials search for the
secret compartment.
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Celista, B. C.
January 2nd, 1945.

Office of the Custodian,
506 Royal Bank Building,
Hastings and Granville Streets, |
Vancouver, B. C. \

Dear Siras:

Re: Catalogue No. 805
lot B of a 3 ac. ptn. of
Sec. 4/B3N/RTW/Sk,3756.
3

We have just recelved your letter a few days ago Lhat
the above property is in course of sale.

Besides $4000.00 1s too low a price for the above
property, we have mot any intention of seliling our property. One
reason is that we still have quite a few personal things left on
it and also the other Japanese evacuees have theirs left in their
houses on our property.

In reply to your last letter, we want to warn you that
you bave not our permission to sell the above property, whatever
the directions lssued from Ottawa.

Tours very truly,

_"Ksoru Atagi®
Kaoru ATAGI, 05071

"Hisao Atagi"®

Hisao ATAGI, 05037

Kaoru and his brother, Hisao, protest the
forced sale of their home and the other

houses on their property.
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AUGUST 15, 1947

An Office of the Custodian official writes to Kaoru.
He summarizes the sale and looting of the Atagi

residences and boathouse.
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EIKICHI KAGETSU: Case File

The Kagestu family lives in the Minto

Hotel for the first years of internment.

March 31, 1942
Eikichi seeks labourers to continue operations

at Deep Bay Logging Company on Vancouver Island.

April 8, 1943

Eikichi’s timber is advertised for sale.

November 8, 1948
Eikichi challenges the sale of his property

at the Royal Commission on Japanese Claims.

March 30, 1950

The Commission issues its final decision on Eikichi’s case.

Library and Archives Canada/ RG33-69;
Thomas Fisher Rare Books Library/ Frank G. Shears Papers
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An Order-in-Council in February sends
Japanese Canadian men to road camps.
Eikichi is left without workers.

T z =

Eikichi requests special permission
to allow twenty-three men to remain
on Vancouver Island to process

the felled timber on his land.

If he cannot, he will lose millions.

Major Austin C. Taylow,
Chairman, B. C.
Marine Buillding

Vancouver; B.C.

Dear S8ir: =

Security Gommission,

N MARCH 31,1942

DEEP BAY LOGGING COMPANY LIMITED
Log, Timber, Lumber, Foles
and

335 Princess Avenue,
VANCOUVER, B. C.

Marech 3lst, 1942,

EXHIBIT No. __f_ﬂ?ﬂ_*_"-"

§ N0 -+ r:? * 8

DATE

P

W' ph farrenn

!

P, 8.

A reference of my business connections may be obtained from Mre R.Fe '~.¥
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APRIL 8,1943
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. CEEREN ) ANUARY 13,1948
CLATM
gsum MATTER OF a Commission %o Investigate Claims of Japanese-

2dians for property Losses Pursuant to Order-in-Council P.c.lal‘g-
1947 es amended by P. G. 3737-1947. F,,i

7{*

TO: The Commissioner, ACKNOWLEDGED < -
office of the Custodian, e ) 2"'-1"
Royal Bank Building, L2 =)
H/ VANCOUVER, B.C. 7
/ Pursuant to the notice issued on the 26th of September, 1947,
I respectfully submit the following claims:
(1) name...Deep Bay logglng Company Limited . . .. ..........e
Eikichi submits evidence (2) PRR-EVACUATION ADDRESS...339 Princess Avenue,Vemcouyer,B;C.
to prove that the Custodian (3) PRESENT ADIRESS.%/0.MT: E; Kagetsu, S Mountview dvenue,Toxonto.

sold his logging operations

o

; . (4) T
for a fraction of their worth. This is Eikichi’s business claim.
He submits a separate claim
Bloeck 276, Newcastle District, Vancouver .
Island - 240 acres timber limits. for his home.
ntiutu& fair market value at the date .
or m.. ..."I".‘..I..ll‘.._‘.‘ LR L] .....‘l.waﬁeloo
sold by Custodian.sseseccosassenessnense_ 600,00 |
Loss clalmad.cccessccressnssssassssennns “‘w.m
Block 617, Wewcastle Distriet,Vancouver
Island - 790 acres :
Estimated falr market value at the date
ﬂt m..-.. e .....-'-....'...ao...m‘-bo-.iﬁsoﬂﬂoﬂe
ag oo ot
(5)

2,500,000 feet bucked and felled logs
at §9.00\per thousand

Estimated valug.essiocenarsoosensns$22,500.00
Sold by Ccustodian......sccepcsesssees 4,000.00
Loss cla R o i R S S O e e T R T $18500,00

(Referred Yo at sheet 14 of Statement dated
April 15th,\ 1942 furnished to the Custodian.)

Item No. 2 \\ . . .
B.uil. dingauan \Reilway Lines This was housing for his employees.
20 Pamily Resiliences
. Bstimated Valuby.....ceeescoss-oseees 5,000,00 ]
B 10 mﬂoﬁa@a (s sas Besmansbasrenssds 3'000"‘\}0

2 Kitchen HOUSEB.cseesssssaasinnsens D3000,00
1 Sohool HEBll..deesssensssnsscnsnsns 750,00
U o N T S O P R O 250.00
1l Blackamith SHOD\es sscecsssssncanan 150.00
1l pPower House and Power Engine...... 1500,00
8 miles Railway s{eql anglebar spikes

ANG BOLLE, . .. i staaasinaasasaanea 4E000500

Sold by Custodian 6804: 00
Loss Claimed §43546.,00
CARRIED FORWARD £$83850.00
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BROUGHT FORWARD

ITEM No. 3
Railway Eguipment

1- 60 ton Shay Locomotlve .....s..+$16,000.00
18 I.ogging Railway CBrS.siescscssses 1‘,000-00
1!1&1: Be.ll'ay AT isssssnnssnnnn 600.00
2 SPBEABTS.csccsannsssssrsrnssnass_9,900.00

3 .
gsold by Custodien 14 ,500.00
Toss claimed...evevvccses-ssnsnnsses

Item No., 4

Ges Donkeys end Air Compressors

1 Empire steem donkey 10 x 12 ..... 6,000.00
1 tacoma " B30 x IBL e 9;008,00
1 washington onkey..essesssessssess 1,000,00
1 Fordson gas GONKeY.s.s-csescneesse 4,500,00
1 small gas donkeY¥ees.esecareans.ee 2,500.00
1 air COMPTESS50Teessesenssssesascns z%%g—*g%

) .
8014 BY CUSTOALEN.aesessassesses ose_ 5,000,00
Loss Blaimed.ceevsessasssnsnosonnee

1l set Kitchm moﬂa-u...u....-...n 1000.00
Blacksmith rer material..c.ecescsssess 2000,00
Engine Machinery DertS.ceceseecscsses. 1500,00
pil gaﬁﬁlim 8l e08linsiscnanssseseie 1500.00
1 large number set cemp fire pro-

tection tools and PUND secvereveseea 1000.00

§$11700.00
Allowed by CustodiaN.sussscecveceses 5694.98

EORE SLalMAl , | vosenonie s e ialelasmeiaicise

(R % L

$83,850.00

$21

,600,00

$15

The Custodian sells the
Deep Bay Logging Company
for $57,260. Eikichi submits
that it was worth three

times more, $198,060.

He claims compensation

for the difference: $140,801
($2,110,464 in 2019 dollars).

&% 7,805.06

m m R R R I A .lm,m?s

All of the above equipment and stocks were left at Fanny

Bay, B. G. and were set out in a statement supplied to the

Custodian and deted the 13th of April, 1942,

DOMINION OF CANADA )
TO WIT:

IN THE MATTER OF The Deep Bay Logging Company

I, Bikichi Kegetsu of the ¢ity of Toronto in the County of York,
Menager,

DO SOLEMNLY DECLARE THAT:
That I am the holder of approximately 904 of the shares

of the above Company and was also the Manager and Director, and have
authority to makes this claim on behalf of this Company.

1!

2.
hereto is

That the information set out in the elaim form attached

true end correct to the best of my knowledge, information and
beller, and I meke this solemn declaration conscientiously believing it

to be trus, and knowing that it is of the seme force end effect as if

7 ot 6. /@«
¢ A Commissioner,etc.

EIKICHI KAGETSU: Case File

made under oath, and by virtue of ™fhe Cencda Evidence Act.™
DECLARED before me at the C¢ity of )
Toronto in the County of York,this )
6th day of January, A,D,1948, )
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NOVEMBER 8, 1948

Eikichi testifies in court. His lawyer defends his
claim and government lawyers cross-examine him.

Eikichi eventually submits over one thousand

pages of testimony and evidence.

N | kke| JOURNEYS Digital Resource @
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Thomas Grantham Norris has been Eikichi’s
lawyer since the 1930s. At the Commission,
his job is to push the government to fulfill
its promise to Japanese Canadians.
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Norris emphasizes Eikichi’s long
and established career in Canada.
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The Commission is concerned
with the value of the buildings.
It cares little for the lives that

have once filled them.
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Claimants submit photographs to
prove the quality of their property.
Turn the page to see these photos.
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Eikichi, wearing a striped tie,

stands beside his locomotive.
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Bunkhouses for workers. ’|
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The Commissioner submits his final report in April 1950.
He writes a special report on Eikichi’s claim.

Eikichi is awarded a third of what he believed
would be a fair adjustment to the original sale
price of his property.

Many Japanese Canadians are outraged at the slim
adjustments. Eikichi’s eldest son, Hajime, protests
the settlement but earns no further compensation.
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TEIJI MORISHITA: Case File

@
n
o
b
&
¥
=
e
b
z
z,

9

December 20, 1941

The Custodian of Enemy Property records the shared
ownership of the Ebisuzaki store in Vancouver.

Spring 1942
The Custodian creates a file on Teiji Morishita.

April 27,1942
Offcials takes control of the Ebisuzaki store.

September 29, 1942

The Custodian holds an “exceptional auction”
of Ebisuzaki merchandise.
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Families could avoid separation if they moved to
sugar-beet farms on the Prairies. The Morishitas

worked on a farm in southern Alberta.

1943-1945
The Custodian forces the bankruptcy
and closureof the Ebisuzaki store.

August 28, 1948

Teiji asks an official for compassion in his case.

October 21, 1950
Accounting firm P.S. Ross & Sons completes
the liquidation of the Ebisuzaki store.

Library and Archives Canada/ RG33-69, RG117-A-3,
RG117-C-3, RG117-C-4
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DECEMBER 20, 1941
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. SPRING 1942
JUad

-JhlL-HJ.TJ'L. THl.Ii {'-I!'-;' hl.‘l‘c Mo, ity
E 406 East Cordova St., Vancouver,B.C.
E_ , 25% interest in M. EBISUZAXI & Co. -Int. 170

=~ Suma - File 6040 m m ; The Office of the Custodian
= Eanike (F) - 17/7/32 creates a file on Teiji Morishita.
- Torwe (M) - 27/6/34
Mateuni (F) - 29/4/37
Satauko (7) - 22/8/38
Misako (F) - 30/3/40
tN i||<|<emi JOURNEYS Digital Resource
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APRIL 27,1942

The Office of the Custodian places the business under
the control of P.S. Ross & Sons, an accounting firm.

“Liquidation” means forced sale.
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SEPTEMBER 29,1942

The Office of the Custodian sells

the merchandise of the Ebisuzaki store.

A year later, the Custodian will

also sell the home and belongings

of Teiji Morishita and his family.

N | kke| JOURNEYS Digital Resource
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NAME

The accounting firm P.S. Ross

ACCOUNT No.,

CREDIT LIMIT S

1943 - 1949

& Sons runs the Ebisuzaki store. e T y . ::.,;Z:;ﬁ"_
-y ‘5‘ ‘_',;,) "“E'FT'BN ey b FoLio j,_n:;,l_?."__.“ I _cn:mm E |ex | __u_l.tricx
(2&7 i testini Cppriirica, L3 (o588 s
;‘; _’ ;j;m’ff - j 3 2les The accountants end
; %"’7’”’”’6"{7 "fﬁf the usual operations of
g e Y .
}]"_[7 il q_J D Lok 5 - 7/ W ;‘f; the business. They pay
el PR pesiair 02‘::;,,...,... . - 255, out the company’s debts
: /5 - u,{,?. el e e - 4 - | sz and collect debts from
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- she Lot Yy 26 ot = 28
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- |- ,7’ : - 255
f]ﬁf M -r'b,a‘fg - 1570
e 9€,£ s ¥ fine « | - flon
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S rﬁiﬁp.. S g T2 95 | b9
o) - 5 q L2 Most of the store’s former
s e B | - | | 37895 customers are Japanese
v 19 ;‘}(f’ju 2, C. Kig e ste fomsr 5 | - | | SE7 Canadi h i terned
% AER fﬁ — = e anadians who are interned.
i = P They cannot repay the debts.

%Ww{u A'afmaa-, - | 1 raaby

1943 %gp‘,@

This process bankrupts
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OCTOBER 21,1950
CANADA

DEPARTMENT OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE

OFFICE OF THE CUSTODIAN

ADDRESS ALL
COMMUNICATIONS 2
CUSTODIAN'S OFFICE : 506 Royal Bank Bldg.,
Vancouver, B. C.,

FPLEASE REFER
TO

EILR Poniics oo October 21, 1950.

K.W. Wright, Esq..K.GC.,
Chief Counsel,

0ffice of the Custedian,
Victoria Bldg.,

7 0'Connor St.,

Ottawa, Ont.

Dear Mr, Wright: Re: M. Ebisuzeki Com

The Office of the Custodian records the

completed liquidation of the Ebisuzaki store.

Enclosed is P. S. Ross & Sons'! Report on
Liquidation of the above Company, dated 18th Qctober, 1950,

Yours very truly,

N i,
F, G+ Shears, ﬂufv g}[ )

Director,
FGS/GN
Encl,
I )
N |||<I<e| JOURNEYS Digital Resource
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MARY MURAKAMI: Case File

¥
NG ARCHIVES, 200!

Families could avoid separation if they moved to
sugar-beet farms on the Prairies. The Morishitas

‘,‘ | SALTSPRING A s
’ ‘? {acvaEsZZ’OM-OOS-M«l

worked on a farm in southern Alberta.

July 5, 1943
An official, H.F. Green, promises
to investigate and questions Mouat.

March 29, 1942
Acting on behalf of the Custodian of Enemy Property,
a family friend, Gavin C. Mouat, inventories

the Murakami property on Salt Spring Island.
September 18, 1943

Katsuyori requests funds “for clothes for winter.”

August 19, 1942

An agent of the Soldier Settlement
Board appraises the farm.
1948
- Katsuyori receives a receipt for the forced sale of his
February 25, 1943 farmland.
Mary’s father, Katsuyori, inquires about -
Library and Archives Canada/ RG33-69, RG117-C-3

the protection of his farm and belongings.

June 26, 1943
Mary’s older sister, Alice, accuses Mouat of betrayal

JOURNEYS Digital Resource
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MARCH 29,1942
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 Murakemi, Registration Fo. 10089, and tlt;o luhmllll.
hﬂ.ltihl;uhhuu i Murakaai,

T

4

Barcel 2 ia held by Nateuyori Murekemi under Agreement of Sale |
ﬁ- ‘. !. ’. ] |
1838 day of “:m: of w.. Under tioe igreement dsted

and there is a hao prineipal owing to Mr. -

Katsuyori Murakami
is Mary’s father.

g Nl . b

Speed,
Plus interest at !n- November 13%h, 1 s
26ld by Hr. Speed. E 941. Title deeds are

il =

The above property is muht asbout t:o miles from hngu ‘wharf
r There mre 7 acres of good gsrden land
erop. Tae balsnee of st

%oe land is not suffielently oleared for
“"’M‘ mmrnzu m l;{zm f-’m., straw-

This is Mary’s home.
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1 feed shed, 1 waush aouee, 1 woodshed,Zpackin houses, and 4
Jh:: m.l:l. cuthbouses. The bai:l.din;l are ullgu a fau ﬂtﬁ

l-lt ag followe:

3
P —

Toe property wee inspested Suiday, Maren £9,1942, snd inventory

B i k= gy
T

i & double bitted axes
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_,‘ . 2,10089
S Page - 1 .

b Inventory, Cont'a.

& 1 seale
E ﬂ-a.m......__ lesat g160)
1 se

1l straw eutter

i 6 small u;u founteins |
for -h.'{'nh Ia.a.g

::m = L >
T elestrie izon :

A R

1 double boliler

£

Bt o 4 platters

S sartons rudber bands for 1 tea spoons (Andover silven)

i R R

saparagus 6 wuiSe usandle knives stainless i
3 Jepanese ormements 7 forks ' B
1 bench y 30 saucers 5
1 trunk of alothes &0 oups L4
1 kiteben stove 6 bread and putter plates £
E kettles 11 dinner plates #F 1
2 tes jota 1 bowl $
126 saparagus erates, new 1 tea pot i
241 tomMto punne . new 10 fruit dishes je
£0 atrawberry sratés, new 2
&0 r berry arates, used. T
32 rry pioking trays, umed 1 ebild's play on 4
23 wooden berry pails &+ P
2 smpty wine darrels (Referenee to taie item is \
85 gale. loganberry wine mede below Ly .
50 new jam erates hialum...,nw-hnﬁ;s;“ - i 1

Fhaas oldl - - rhoact Sfupyy.

The dwelling honse is ia

with the Norwidk Unmion

insured
Insurance Society for the sum of $500, Polisy No.102282621
dxpires May 16th,1943. No other insurance l.:, faree.

Liabilities owing to Mr. Speed as above mentioned $400
Plue luterest at 7% from Kovewber 13th Jast. No nt!:r ia-buuu-.

Mary’s neighbour, Gavin Mouat,

offers to be responsible for the
care of the Murakamis’ property.

*

e 1
1 suggest that if possible biuis property be rented to mome i 3
nlm-nl:nrnn‘:m w11l look after :n.d. merket the dnooming .
) axntinue 9arry ea aud ferm this propsrty. I have '
Somnenced negotiatienz aling this line with a m-i. produce
dealer in Vancouver, Mr, Caeu, and if negotiations reagh s

t thas I think would be squitadle I will immediate :
FOUP Offiae for Lnmtrectioms. g M o

b=ty .o

g

Bhe wifo sad fasily oe vos svesacersilly by syeele. but as

L d and were in p __h!ltnn-g_l_,,:‘m-E
ave sezsion and 4o be
respor !ﬁ‘;!ﬁmamﬂmmmuu::iuf::lhr

ll]rh;' tiat when I investigated tais pro ty I :m;

=
that the sultivating machine whieh E. mu.ﬁ; h]:i Lwhl;u
?ﬂb‘c Park and waich is snown on Page 2 of tae reglstrat
hﬁ}l_fﬂn miseing, aid om inguiry I found that it mﬂ
\

8 trifling sum tas previous day. I took steps to have th
returned to tae property and mtmhdpiu. '
0 th" prop _tt; without the

ik R -
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of Japanese Canadians’ farmlands.

Farm Appraisal Repo

File No.,. JsLe 782

BNikkei

national museum
& cultural centre

redominating Nationality and religion; _ British, Protestant.

MARY MURAKAMI: Case File

Land Description... That part of Bi of Sec. 3. Re2 E. Plan 246 R, North Salt Spring Islands

Containing... 10 scres & 7,04 = 17,04 Acres

Owner's Name Xatsuyord MURAKAMI Post Office Address . Rs R., Ganges, B. C.

Nearest Rail Point Neds  CuP.R., boat service at Ganges

Distance . 1% miles

Market Town  Vencouver or Victoria Distanca . 80 * '
Church (give denomination) Frotostant at Ganges Distance .1 = 1§ miles,
Nearest Schoolw‘ 88 Consolidated Distance 1-1% "

State how property was identified: Road, Posts and map cheoks

Roads: State whether property has access to main road, the kind of road and its condition.
Yes, it has frontage on Public Road, gravelled, fair,

SRR o £ Ty AN
onre (dgaat-274/ ¢
‘, (’}’—AJ.AJ? LLg

Describe Fencing and its condition: 9R® £°0d wire fence on west, Value §

Is this district a good one? Fair, but rather far from markets,

Employment mlﬂ“,.,.___striotl, limited.

Water supply; Piped from proporty to south, Water license #10360. allows yajye §
1000 gallons per day. ApplicabYe to fot 1.

BUILDINGS ON FARM

BUILDINGS DIMENSIONS MATERIAL HEIGHT | ROOF AGE Foundaion | REFAIR VALUATION
House & addn X26X12 Frame 12 |Shingle approx Wood Talir .
" ! L : " &_5 g : :
£ " ~Poep- |-
3 2 -Fair 25¢

5 L e DR ; O A b : o poor
L ed| 12 14 v T ¥ 10-15 | * "
RERTTYY shed |12 13 |F T & [v o1 | W g
grooder hse. | 14 . x30. . .|" . 8 |Shingle 5=6 " good
sweeees shed | 18 %22 |" 8 .. |Sheke [10=15 | " .| Poor
Poultry hse, | 18 x50 » % 10-15 | ® Poor
Al " 18 50 . 30 - 10-15 | " Poor
' " 18,46 L] A 10-15 (W Poor
e s U iy - ) o) 8 |Shingle 2=3 | " . .| Good | _ 125,00 _ .
L LJ 8 §0 |" 8 |Shake [|10-15 | " Poor 50400

Electric light installed.
Total present day value $ 155000 =

Total Value Buildings add to farm $.1000.00

Is dwelling habitable without repairs? Yos. If not what is your approximate estimate of cost to make it
habitable? . A good cleancut is all that is necessary. Has open fireplace.

A

Describe the basement and chimneys: No ba t, brick ohimneys to gr

No. rooms downstairs?,.. 4 . Upstairs?...==.... How finished Vedoint

Are buildings painted? . House, TYes, Condition of paint Fair

Distance from nearest bush All clear,

Note:  Particular care must be taken when examining and reporting on foundations, sills and roofs,

JOURNEYS Digital Resource
BROKEN PROMISES

The Soldier Settlement Board uses = ﬁ | ;i;gg;fa AU G U ST 19’ 1942

these forms to determine the value .

Lot 1, Sec.3, Range 2 East, Plan 3912 ‘“-"'{"\



Cultivated Land BO/710-P

BC/2361-B Page 2 -
o LEVEL, UNDULATING, sOIL sUB- KIND AND VALUE
ACRES F’ ROLLING OR WILLY (State Depth) sOIL QUALITY OF CROP PER ACRE TATAL
4. gontly sloping | light, sandyl shaly with | strawberries, logans 50,00 | 200,00
to south and shale clay and asparagus.

Area which can be cultivated without cost other than for breaking.

LEVEL, UNDULATING, soIL sUB- o w53 ¥ VALLR
ROLLING OR MILLY (State Depih) s0IL PER ACRE
«25 Low level clay loam olay & drain for winter water | 650.00 12.50
shaly

Area which can be cultivated after a reasonable amount of clearing timber,
stones, drainage, etc.

LEVEL, UNDULATING, soiL SUB- NATURE OF RECLAMATION VALUE
ROLLING OR WILLY | (State Depth) SOJL _RECLAMATION NECESSARY | COST PER ACRE | PER ACRE
Light, shal clear amall conifers
5. Gentle rise to sandy s Olﬁyy and dead fall . B0.00 15,00 75.00
south shaly
al
>
Pt Area Unsuitable for Cultivation.
CHARACTER OF LAND E. 6. NATURE OF TIMBER IF ANY VALUE OF LAND
HILLY, SWAMPY. ROCKY. _ _AND WHETHER MARKETABLE PER ACRE
7.79 Side hill, sorub trees, very ‘shaly Not even firewocd yet, 3.00 23.37
with rock outerops, includes some early and late = *
poultry, building sites. sheep pickings.

Total value of Land §.310:87

Total added by buildings to value of lar:- $1000,00

Total fruit trees add to value of farm (for use in orchard districts only) $ ..
Total value of farm $1310.87

-

Describe condition of farm commenting on tillage, length of time unoccupied or partly occupied: The total value that the Soldier

Owner wvacated about May. Land has been worked by the Chinese firm of International .
Company Ltd. of Vancouver, remtal not inown. Dwelling is vacant. Settlement Board agent assigns

to the Murakami farm.

State most suitable type of agriculture for farm bearing in mind the district’s limitations, if any.
In my opinion poultry om this very shaly soil would be in the long run more suitable than

s small fruits.
Noxious weeds:
Lots of Canada Thistle,

Give approximate detail and Provincial taxes = Land and school
amount of all snoual taxes and $7.70 plus $11.00 = $18.70
names of Taxing Authorities:

Date: August 18, 1942 .
Place: Viotoria 1 certify that the above report is based on a personal examination
of the whole farm made on the 6th day of August 1942
Inspector’s Signature "y, e

Not‘o: (Use Form 43 (Sheet 2) in connection with this form.)

Nikkei JOURNEYS Digital Resource ®
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BG/710P

iy . ; ' ' BC/2361-R Page 3 5.5, Form Ne, 43
. ‘ Farm Appraisal Report (Sheet 2)

AR K Marakemd J,L, 782

: ﬂemrks‘ ._.“_QE ElltSp‘rhl(, Iu'lmd ~situated midway betwesn Vancouver and victoria and
served by C.PuR. some four days a week., Very Iimited employmsnt opportunitiss on the
Island. Good shopping centre at Ganges. The land is entirely underlaid with shale.
‘The water - 1000 gala. per day on Water Licenss comes from other land ¢ the south
and would appear to be tapped in from a pipe line jointly with K. OKANO adjoining cn the
WEIEL T T metual T soures was Hot Tosa'ted,  The 1000 gEley "i:tmﬂ"ﬂlﬂy“ﬁﬁﬂl‘d"ﬁf“ﬁlﬂqu‘tn
for domestic snd poultry use, but for little slse, The present Chinese cperators are aleo
‘handting-two-other-Japanese-properties-adjoining: - I vould mot-wsvertein emourt-of Tental
paid. Strawberries, Loganberrias, and asparagus seem to have grown well in spite of
% e . Iy - saese or Chinamen would -have
attempted small frults, eto, on this lamd, There ig little or no fuel available.

The appraisers believe that people of Japanese
and Chinese descent would see value in land v e e e s 1
that a “white man” would not. That means that N || S ...

in a “white man’s” perspective, a Japanese

Canadians’ farmland could be valueless.

(FOR ORCHARD LANDS ONLY)

REMARKS: re general lie of land, fertility of soil, irrigation, drainage or dyking and reclamation.

ANNUAL GOST OF IRRIGATION, DYKING AND DRAINAGE.

ORCHARDS, SMALL FRUIITS, ETC. (Give number, age, variety and condition of all tree fruits,
condition and area of each kind of small fruits.)

Present Yalue

lst and 2nd year Strawberries 1,5 ascres.
R o e et i
Loganberries «50 " s
AT poultry -t TAOINE sl vEy W ol shElE NIgh - lunas o

$
$
$

1

1Y R R

Amount fruit trees add to valwe of farm §.____ . .

AN .
Nikkei JOURNEYS Digital Resource
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BC/710-p

Jrat B /2361-8 Page 4
.t R
= Diagram of Property )
M IRE __I
T — O, .
* (=} \ %
") 0. %
b D |
a2 | ;
:.\ X D | ; ;1::
L R o B e R
) P | R 1 i ]
= 5= - . 8 .
[l N o, * T z
b ¢ el
:’llﬁ"&w P ¥ R
2 2 <
o by A o X .
s - i a & = I o The appraiser maps
1? I F the Murakami farm.
~ o o e jo =
a ¢ |
2 . B
| A
LoGAnS " h Hippeatut
g L
k II ). f_ = .L;v ‘-;M[;_
e - an Sl P
< : (
Wik TER CREE p
o o
4 £ |3
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N L R
Q; o E TR ¥ 50 =
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t‘ o8
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it N T =2 ' ﬁ
B B B .
J : X € 3
. L 2 =
; &
§ g3 %
u s ,!1{ = ;':o‘
&
.b\ j
-
NOFIR & woa_[l Yy EF \g
- POST S owas ),'r o
Following careful review of this appraisal report, it is my opinion that the present
value is 1390
Date _18th August 19 42
"I, T, Barnet"
District Superintendent.
- . .
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“I would like to know if somebody has leased our land...

Mary’s father, Katsuyori, asks the Custodian about
the management of his farm.

Nikkei JOURNEYS Digital Resource
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“.. So could you please look into the matter
because we are in need of them badly.”

Katsuyori requests that the Custodian
send the family their aluminum

kitchenware and garden tools and hose.

o e e g =

B e T NI

.
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“A few days ago, the B.C.S.C.
came and told us to pay the bill

for the kitchen utensil[s]... which
we got sent to us.”

“If you can remember, when we were chased out,
we were told not to take anything except our clothing... ”

Katsuyori argues that it is unfair that he
must pay for the shipment of his belongings.

national museum

& cultural centre MARY MURAKAMI: Case Flle BROKEN PROMISES
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“And where is the brand new garden hose we asked
for... You know Gavin Mouat. Well when we were
leaving, he told us the Custodian would repay
everything stolen or lost. Well I think that’s the
biggest lie a person could tell. If you people [don’t]
agree, where is our new garden hose?”

“Alice Murakami
Mr. Katsuyori Murakami,
former resident Ganges, B.C.”

Alice is Mary’s older sister. Born in Canada,

she attended public school on Salt Spring
Island. It is possible that she wrote to the
Custodian on behalf of her father.

Nikkei JOURNEYS Digital Resource
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H.F. Green is an agent at the Office of the

ML § 3 : i Custodian. He promises Mary’s sister, Alice,
Al ol Sy s e 1 that he will contact Gavin Mouat to find out

: what happened to their missing belongings.

Nikkei JOURNEYS Digital Resource ®
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The Custodian’s agent writes to Gavin Mouat about

the Murakamis’ belongings. Mouat represents the
Office of the Custodian on Salt Spring Island. Before
the uprooting, he was a friend of the Murakami family.

of 1% wss miseing wed | bat M
58 those msu aven it’ wont %0
_-dl l-neu -uu took holf ufm

There is no record

of Gavin Mouat’s answer.

national museum
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Mary’s father, Katsuyori, requests that the
Custodian release funds from the sale of his properties.

“In regards to the balance of money for me, do you think
I can get any out? The reason is that we need clothes for winter.”

-‘.

. We can’t even eat on the pay given to me. HJ

As the winter is coming, we need some clothes for the children. b* Q:hwﬁ, \ ’

Nikkei JOURNEYS Digital Resource @
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Katsuyori describes how one of his daughters
walks eight kilometers each day to attend
the internment camp school. After a year,
her shoes have worn out. Katsuyori cannot
afford to replace them on the government’s

limited payments.

.. it is pretty bard for a parent to say no when
she asked if she can buy berself a shoe.”

N | kke| JOURNEYS Digital Resource @
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Katsuyori is notified sometime in 1948 that his farm
was sold to the The Director, The Veteran’s Land Act.

national museum
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HIROSHI OKUDA: Case File

Japanese Canadians are ordered to

register with the RCMP in early 1941.

April 13,1942
Hiroshi Okuda registers with the Custodian of Enemy Property.

June 28, 1943
An official thanks Hiroshi for his service establishing
education in the Tashme internment camp.

November 22, 1943

Hiroshi undergoes a medical inspection to travel to Montreal.

January 25, 1944
Hiroshi describes his experience in Montreal
to a sympathetic Member of Parliament.

Library and Archives Canada/ RG117-C-3; Nikkei National Museum/ 2018.3.1.1
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APRIL 13,1942 |
o AR R wREAU MS‘!‘INGS PARK _

.wwam SECTION o
Tohmhﬁbmd&}wmhﬁqmmmptmmﬂm 'l'hwr -
m«mmmmmmmumunpnmnmm o

| NAME. OKUDA, Hiroshi, A, A Sk o 4

 HoME m;,mjlm_;m- Vaacouver, B.C. :

j' Saiseiini .! : - ey ‘ \ Hiroshi registers with the Office of the Custodian

at the Hastings Park processing centre.

mp__mmmg_mm _Go., 711 Pesifie muuu.m-nm g =
MARRIED?. . No. e e s ; EFMET LS T U
BARORWIROR BUSSAND - NO08 - .. .. o anitaeo
- ADDRESS OF WIFE OR HUSBAND. ="~ =

'NAMES OF ANY LIVING CHILDREN: __==== =y - \

2 AMBSSOF(HILDREN-_._"_I':.___....___. T IR 1 RS St 1 S i e
AGKDFCH_ILDREN: - . ARSI R ; e i o S i
STATEMENT OF ALL PROPERTY (Fach parcel must be mentioned and particulars given)

L. LOCATION AND DESCRI
: : Hiroshi is a young man at the beginning of

his career as an accountant. He does not own

iy real estate and has few belongings to declare.

4. TAXES (Amount and where payable)
5. ENCUMBRANCES (Including any unregistered claims or of titledeed)_._ L. .

6 OCCUPANCY AND LEASES (If vacant so state) . _ Ly

Nikkei JOURNEYS Digital Resource @
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mnmmmormmﬂ_

8 atm:rmmrmmmmm__m_

9 IIIMIMBSI'ATECBDP’SW Nooe

STATEMENT OF REAL PROPERTY OCCUPIED
1. LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION: 206 Jackson Ave, Vapcouver,B.C.,

Rooming House.

& IF FARM LAND, PARTICULARS OF CROPS SOWN: None

2 LANDLORD'S NAME AND ADDRESS:. T. Sekamoto

3. PARTICULARS OF LEASE AND RENT AND DATE TO WHICH PAID:.

Paid up to date.

Hiroshi rents a room in Vancouver.

4. STATE WHEREABOUTS OF LEASE: m

5. SUB-TENANTS, IF ANY (Give name, address, rent and 1o what date Mj_mm

P R A IR = S = S S ——
B I N O — e e e e

3 m "ﬂll NAME AND ADDRESS OF ANY
mwmmm

HIROSHI OKUDA: Case File

JOURNEYS Digital Resource
BROKEN PROMISES



BNikkei

national museum
& cultural centre

B 71
3

None

T A T AR B L e S S 1 il e i MRS | T e P A MR 1. s

6 MONEYS OWING TO YOU (State if any of these debts assigned and if 50, to whom). .

'I_::mmamwmmrnm”

Many Japanese Canadians bought

Victory Bonds to support Canada’s war effort.

8 BANKACCOUNTS:Neme . 2 e
9 LIFE INSURANCE: $2000,00 25 year epdowment. pou.u sun Life .

_ lmumthmndmmmquwm,of
- every description in any protected area in British Columbia and sets forth all my liabilities direct

JOURNEYS Digital Resource
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JUNE 28,1943

LABOUR

The British Columbia Security
Commission grants Hiroshi a permit

to seek employment in eastern Canada.

BNikkei

national museum
& cultural centre

CANADA

BRITISH COLUMBIA SECURITY COMMISSION

Jume 28th, 1943

Mr, H, Okuds
School Director

The provincial and federal governments

TASHME B, Ce refuse to provide education in the internment

camps. Hiroshi helps to establish schooling

Dear Mr. Okuda, for children at the Tashme internment camp.

_ I wish at this time to express my sincere

appre¢ciation of your efforts in organizing the school system
in Tashme, I realize that the difficulties in the earlier
days were very great and naturally the staff setup where
Assistant Supervisor and Director were not certain as to
exact duties must have lead to difficulties.

When in the East I made enquiries regarding
the possibility of your obtaining work along the lines in
which you have been trained but could get no definite inform-
ation in this connection, However, when you wish to proceed
East permit will be granted for you to travel to Montreal and
report to Mrse. O'Connell of the Selective Service, ©She will
make every effort to assist you in finding the type of work
you desires

I would suggest that you fill out the attached
spplication forms (in duplicate) so that seme may be forwarded
to her in the hope that she will locate soame thing suitable
for you even befare your arrival in that Citye.

It was a great privilege for m@ to attemd
the closing of the school and I feel that the disciplined amnd
interested manner of the children reflected great credit gou
yourself and lMiss Hidaks as well as their young teacheid

Yours very truly, C{:\\[ ED:

BRITISH COLUMBIA SEC s cm%ﬁ s Conussis. .

o 3. C. Secs?™®
s gun29 B8
CVB:ew C\/V. Booth -
enclosure
JOURNEYS Digital Resource
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NOVEMBER 22,1943

BRITISH COLUMBIA SECURITY COMMISSION

Special lMedical Checkup for Japanese Going to Fastern Cenada

Name . Okude., Mr..Hizoshi. . . . . « « « « « . Reg, No. 10333. . . Age. . 28 . . .
Relocation Centre . .J&gshme, Be, Ge, , . , . . M, or 7. . Mele . ., Weight . . . ..

Previous Illness:-

smalipox o4 HOL 0, Typhoid « .« « M@, . . . . . . Diphtheria , NQ , .
Whooping Cough . .NO ., | Tonsils . « » MO, . . , . .. Memsles .., .Yes, ,
Kahn (Blood Test) . . . Positive . . . . . Negative . N@&&e . . . .

Tuverculosis . . . . . Positive . . . . . Negative . Nege . . .

Remarks: . . Pyt LD VRS e b UTNCIRTR N AR Hiroshi undergoes a medical inspection

in order to travel to Montreal.

& 8 & @8 ® % & wopl e & ® o & @ S @ & @ & S8 8 & 8 @

Date Nov.. 22/45. . . Doctor

BNikkei
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JANUARY 25, 1944

£E68 bannantyne Ave.,

City of Verdun,

Nontreal, P.Q.
January 25, 1944.

lir, Angus Maolnnis, i.P., Hiroshi writes to Angus Maclnnis, a Member
305 Viest 14th Ave., ] of Parliament from Vancouver. Maclnnis is an

Yencouver, 5.C. outspoken critic of the internment policies

Desar Er/ Maclnnis:=- and an ally to Japanese Canadians.

- Tﬁank you for the complimentary copy of the pamphlet which
lrs, Mgelnnis and you were instrumental in publishing. The firm
stend you have taken im aiming at understanding and cooperation,
and legisdation for the weliare oi the people brings to mind the
passafe from Lincoln's Gettysburg speech: "that the Govermment
oif the people, by the people, ana ior the people shall not perish
from the face of the Zarth,"

/The pamphlet has covered within its limits the main high-
llﬁhti of the subject in question. Your brief summary on the
subject "Evacuaution from Leience sreas" is to be highly compli-
mented. In this connection I cun truthfully say thut the majerity
oi the Japanese in the Interior #elocation Centres of B.C. are
rafher reluctant to plunge into the unknown Zast because the
program of rehabilitation hes bLeen curried out and will be carried
opt by the Commission without much considerstion of conditions in
the Zast. '

{ I lett Tushme on Lecember 2&th arriving in lontreal on Hew
Year's Day. The various petitions which we submitted to the
,responsible parties during the previous two months were either

”_;gnansQered or answered very unsatisfactorily, yet ten of us within
- 47, the affected group headed “ast. ‘e left because we were granted
i7" open permites to seek employment in worthwhile jobs or jobs in
. ,/which we have interest or the nécesseszry experience, . We in Tashme
47 /| Bad highly resolved that we will net resort to open demonstration

T an én accountant versed in business cycles and trends, with
varying degree o1 experience in logeing and miniog accounts, %
and thorough knowledge of Muainess manapement. Yot to date T have
searched in vain for an opening. There is no open Giscrimination
here, but during my rounds of the chartered accountants firms 1
wee reminded time end time agsin that being a Japanese it will be
Aifficult to seek emplogment along my line. I have not pounded
the pavements counsistently so cspnot form any ceriterion on the
ohances of & Japanese relocee out sast, but irom the few contacta
that I hove mede 1 know that it will be no leadpipe cineh., As

far us oracticel experience is concernea 1 have 1004 couiidence
in myself, so 1 have come to the conclusion that ii 1 wish to
#esk employment along my line 1 will have to sell myself to the

Hiroshi describes his own experience in Montreal.

Nikkei JOURNEYS Digital Resource o

i | .
& cultaral contre HIROSHI OKUDA: Case File BROKEN PROMISES



BNikkei

national museum
& cultural centre

- & -
bueiness fims and convince them if convinecing is necessary.

As you mention ours is only a part oi the problem of racial
minorities in Canasda. Yet to one who is in the know it seems as
if it $is the whole, We call ourselves Jupsnese Cunadians, but
we are neither Japanese nor Cansdians, We are actually & racial
minority without a natiom to eell our own., We are thorns on the
side as far ss “snade is concerned, and we kuow that Japsn will
not weleome us with open arms, Who are we then? COutcaets or
citizens? Yor the time being I am inelined to think thut we are
more cr less outcasts. Time will be the only healing factor,

and time supported by people like yourself will‘'eventually define

our position -~ outcasts or citizens.

I have not as yet had the opportunity of talking to you,
I feel, however, as if I hud known you for & long time. 1 do
hope the time will come when I will be able to see you snd
express our gratitude ior your unselfiskh and humsuiturian views,

=

Hiroshi H. Okuda,

JOURNEYS Digital Resource
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MASUE TAGASHIRA: Case File

Masue and her children were first interned

in the Slocan Valley. They sleep in tents.
As soon as they can, they join Rinkichi

in Revelstoke, a nearby town.

Spring 1942
Masue and her partner, Rinkichi Tagashira, register with the Office of the Custodian.

September 28, 1942

Rinkichi arranges the temporary management of his tobacco shop.

1942 - 1944

Rinkichi fights to protect his home and business from government control.

December 27, 1944
The Office of the Custodian seizes and sells the tobacco shop.

February 16, 1948
Masue and Rinkichi challenge the sale of their property
at the Royal Commission on Japanese Claims.

Library and Archives Canada/ RG33-69, RG117-A-1; Vernon Museum and Archives/ 6069
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Whether they have property to declare or not, MAY 30, 1942

each Japanese Canadian is required to register OFFICE OF THE CUSTQDIAN 16/2,{1..8

with the Office of the Custodian.

BNikkei

national museum

PO A ml uF
JAPANESE SECTION ﬂ?'. Hwnter
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PERSONAL INFORMATION

Masue is not yet married to Rinkichi.
She registers with the Office of the

Custodian under her late husband’s name.

HOME ADDRESS: .......... 5273 Cordova St., Vancouver, B,
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ADDRESS OF CHILDREN: 077 Gordove Street., Vancouver, B. C.
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STATEMENT OF ALL REAL PROPERTY (Each parcel must be mentioned and particulars given)
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i Masue declares Rinkichi as her landlord.

Masue lists her belongings
on Rinkichi’s form.
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APRIL 22,1942
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Masue and her children live with Rinkichi.
They list their belongings along with

Rinkichi’s on his registration form.
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SEPTEMBER 28,1942

Rinkichi arranges to protect his
business from government control
while he is interned. A manager will

run R. Tagashira & Co. in his absence.
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NOVEMBER 24, 1942

A telegram informs Rinkichi
of the Custodian’s attempt
to seize his business.

The arrangement protects the

business from sale for two years.

The first manager Rinkichi hires.
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e JULY 19,1944

Rinkichi protests the sale of
his business, home, and properties. *

This is one letter of many. P. 0. Box 666,

Hevelstoke, E. C.

July 19th, 1944.

1
|

!

|

1 r ¥r. George Peters,

| Administration Dept.,

| Office of the Custodian,
‘ 506 noyal Bank Bldg.,
Vancouver, E. C.
\

|

\

Dear S5ir:

Heceived your letters dested March Zlst and May 25th,
1944, slso January 14, 1944.

1 do not understand why the Custodian sold my property
o at such dumping price. As you know those buildings were being |
[ ) reconstructed for better revenue until | was evacuated at the end of i
Detober 1942, and the revenue was very near $1000 (One thousand dollars)
a month. The reconstructing expense wes more than §20,000 (twenty
thousarnd dollers) unsettled. Can you tell me what kind of protection
1 can get from you to settle this matter for my protectiom.

Yours truly,

Rinkichi repeats the language of the Order
that seized Japanese Canadians’ property. "R. Tagashira®

The government said that the seizure of
File No. 5129/2
Heg. No. 07988

property was “a protective measure only.”
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Rinkichi wants to renew the arrangement when

it expires in 1944. The Custodian intervenes

and sells the business to his current manager.
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DECEMBER 27,1944

Rinkichi changed the name of
the busines to disguise its ownership.

Rinkichi receives $1,800 for his business.
A year earlier, he was offered $5,000.
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A\ FEBRUARY 1948

Masue and Rinkichi testify at the Royal Commission

that investigates Japanese Canadian losses. They argue that the
Custodian sold their properties for an eighth of their worth.
When a government lawyer denies the government’s role in their

losses, Masue replies: “It was the fault of the Custodian.”

They testify six times over two years. Masue’s claim

is rejected. Rinkichi receives only partial compensation.
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Evidence submitted to the Commission.

Masue, Rinkichi, and her children lived in this building.
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TSUMA TONOMURA: Case File

Tsuma, her children, and her mother-in-law

are uprooted to the Lemon Creek internment

Spring 1942
Tsuma and her husband, Moichiro Tonomura,
register with the Custodian of Enemy Property.

September 25, 1942
Maoichiro refuses to leave his farm and
is incarcerated in a prisoner—of—war camp.

December 3, 1943
Tsuma’s mother-in-law, Kuni, asks a neighbour to
send the ashes of her late son to her in internment.

1944 - 1946

Government officials disagree over what department

is responsible for sending the ashes to the Tonomuras.

3 . .
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camp. The RCMP arrest Tsuma’s husband,
Moichiro, for protesting. He is imprisoned

in Ontario.

February 16, 1946
Tsuma’s mother-in-law, Kuni,
pleads with the Custodian to release funds.

August, 1946
Officials in Japan record the circumstances
of Tsuma’s deportation from Canada.

Library and Archives Canada/ RG27, RG117-C-3; Nikkei National Museum/
1995.125.2
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. Mission, B.C. ppcisvraTioN No. 13851

Whether they have property to declare or not,
each Japanese Canadian is required to register

with the Office of the Custodian.
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MARCH 27,1942

_mdrammm___u,_a,m.;.._
,lﬂm OF ALL REAL PROPERTY (Each parcel must be mentioned and particulars given)

The Tonomura home and farm
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1

Tsuma’s husband, Moichiro, registers

everything from their home and farm with

the Office of the Custodian.
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The RCMP arrest Tsuma’s husband, Moichiro,

when he refuses to leave the family farm.

He is sent to a prisoner-of-war camp in Ontario.
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DECEMBER 3,1943

Tsuma’s mother-in-law,

Dear Mr. Thompson,

Kuni, writes to a neighbour.

S

How’s the district of my o L . "e A cluiben o "E’T'Haﬁ‘iﬁ%fué*ia‘:-,

former Mission City, B.C.? W R S e S
I still miss it terribly ... o APl S Dt

“We’re all living together
in a very small home,
where it is very lonesome.”
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DECEMBER 28,1943

Mr. Thompson, the Tonomuras’

neighbour, forwards the request

to the Office of the Custodian.

The Custodian tells Kuni, Tsuma’s mother-
in-law, to submit a formal request to the
British Columbia Security Commission.

z . .
N | kke| JOURNEYS Digital Resource
national museum

& cultural centre TSUMA TONOMURA: Case File BROKEN PROMISES




APRIL 25,1944

A British Columbia Security Commission

agent refuses the request of Tsuma’s

mother-in-law, Kuni Tonomura. S e This is one of many letters between the B.C.S.C.

and the Office of the Custodian arguing over which

department is responsible for the Tonomuras’ request.
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APRIL 29,1944

An Office of the Custodian official argues that
they should ship the ashes to the Tonomuras.

The agent offers to search
for the ashes if the B.C.S.C.
will pay for shipment.
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JANUARY 18,1946 |

2 P 2 - A

haveregistered for “repatriation” to Japan, !

Tsuma’s husband, Moichiro, tries again to
have the ashes sent to his family. They

and hope to bring the ashes with them.

ALR _EAIL, QITAWA, January 18, 1948,

| ¥r, T.B, Plekersgil

‘ Commissioner of Japabese Placemant,
Department of Labour,
560 Homor Street,

VANCOUVER, BeGCe

"Dear Er. Pickersgill:

I wish to acknowledge your letter of :’
January 15, with reaspect to the internee Ton ‘8
who wishes to collect his brother's aushes which

X ‘are buried on thelr former farm, before repatristion.

‘ We are willing Lo leave particgular problems
? such ag this to your conslderstion and declsion on the
| ¥ o merits of tho individual cese, end certainly 47 it la
; R difficult or impossible to comply sith sueh a request
‘ Q&? it should be turned down.
You might suggest to Tonomurs in replyinyg to

7 his iletter that he ask the logal pollice or a logal unders
| @H\ taker to secure the sshog end send them to his family
'y at Lemon Creek.

S 'ng Yours very truly,
I

B, Ay MaoNamars.

ETPa¥D

-

| There is no record of the ashes

; ' ever reaching the Tonomuras.

.
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FEBRUARY 16,1946

Tsuma’s mother-in-law, Kuni, pleads
for the Office of the Custodian to release
additional funds to feed her family.

cx

“I would like you to send me the $80.00. . .
I am in great need of it . . . Not only myself
but my son’s family is also in great need . ..”

“I am an old woman of seventy-six; my only son
is interned and bis family is in the same condition
Iam in. I just can’t stand it and I can’t stand to
watch my son’s family in such a pitiful state. Since
the children are all grown, relief is not sufficient.”
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L useur TSUMA TONOMURA: Case File BROKEN PROMISES



Tsuma is struggling to feed her family
on the allowance the government
permits Japanese Canadians in the

Lemon Creek internment camp.
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“ .. my son’s wife worries and
[doesn’t] know what to do because
relief isn’t enough. She worries me

so much that I always think she might
have a nervous breakdown sometime.”

“I just can’t stand to watch this any longer. I wanted to belp them
in anyway . . . please belp me, then I can save my son’s family.”

“Unless you do something to help us all,
it means we’ll have to starve to death.”
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