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KAORU ATAGI: Case File

August, 1942
A watchman reports that the Atagi home

in Steveston has been “broken into and pilfered.”
–

April 17, 1943
Unaware, Kaoru Atagi requests a shipment of 

belongings from a secret compartment in his home.
–

May 19, 1943
Officials search his property.

–
January 2, 1945

Kaoru protests losses.
–

August 15, 1947
An official tells Kaoru that only a “superhuman effort”

could have protected his property.
– 
 

Library and Archives Canada/ RG33-69, RG117-C-3

Kaoru (in glasses) and his family live on a 
farm in the interior of British Columbia 
as they wait out internment.
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AUGUST, 1942

Internal correspondence 
between Office of the 
Custodian officials.

The Atagi Boatworks  
is broken into and looted. 
Officials do not notify Kaoru.

KAORU ATAGI: Case File
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APRIL 17, 1943

Kaoru submits a request to the Office 
of the Custodian. He would like the belongings 
he left behind sent to him in internment.

KAORU ATAGI: Case File
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Kaoru draws a map to help officials  
find the secret compartment.

KAORU ATAGI: Case File
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MAY 19, 1943
Internal correspondence between 
Office of the Custodian officials 

Officials search for the 
secret compartment.

KAORU ATAGI: Case File
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JANUARY 2, 1945

Kaoru and his brother, Hisao, protest the 
forced sale of their home and the other 
houses on their property.

KAORU ATAGI: Case File
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AUGUST 15, 1947

An Office of the Custodian official writes to Kaoru. 
He summarizes the sale and looting of the Atagi 
residences and boathouse.

KAORU ATAGI: Case File
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EIKICHI KAGETSU: Case File

March 31, 1942
Eikichi seeks labourers to continue operations  

at Deep Bay Logging Company on Vancouver Island.
–

April 8, 1943
Eikichi’s timber is advertised for sale.

–
November 8, 1948

Eikichi challenges the sale of his property  
at the Royal Commission on Japanese Claims.

–
March 30, 1950

The Commission issues its final decision on Eikichi’s case.
– 
 

Library and Archives Canada/ RG33-69;  
Thomas Fisher Rare Books Library/ Frank G. Shears Papers

The Kagestu family lives in the Minto 
Hotel for the first years of internment. 
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MARCH 31, 1942
An Order-in-Council in February sends 
Japanese Canadian men to road camps. 
Eikichi is left without workers.

Eikichi requests special permission 
to allow twenty-three men to remain 
on Vancouver Island to process 
the felled timber on his land. 
If he cannot, he will lose millions.

EIKICHI KAGETSU: Case File
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APRIL 8, 1943

EIKICHI KAGETSU: Case File
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JANUARY 13, 1948

Eikichi submits evidence 
to prove that the Custodian 
sold his logging operations 
for a fraction of their worth. This is Eikichi’s business claim. 

He submits a separate claim 
for his home.

This was housing for his employees.

EIKICHI KAGETSU: Case File
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The Custodian sells the 
Deep Bay Logging Company 
for $57,260. Eikichi submits 
that it was worth three  
times more, $198,060.  
He claims compensation 
for the difference: $140,801 
($2,110,464 in 2019 dollars).

EIKICHI KAGETSU: Case File
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NOVEMBER 8, 1948

Eikichi testifies in court. His lawyer defends his 
claim and government lawyers cross-examine him.

Eikichi eventually submits over one thousand 
pages of testimony and evidence.

EIKICHI KAGETSU: Case File
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Eikichi is sworn in.

Thomas Grantham Norris has been Eikichi’s 
lawyer since the 1930s. At the Commission, 
his job is to push the government to fulfill 
its promise to Japanese Canadians.

EIKICHI KAGETSU: Case File
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Norris emphasizes Eikichi’s long 
and established career in Canada.

EIKICHI KAGETSU: Case File
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The Commission is concerned 
with the value of the buildings. 
It cares little for the lives that 
have once filled them.

EIKICHI KAGETSU: Case File
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Claimants submit photographs to 
prove the quality of their property. 
Turn the page to see these photos.

EIKICHI KAGETSU: Case File
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Eikichi, wearing a striped tie,  
stands beside his locomotive.

Bunkhouses for workers.

EIKICHI KAGETSU: Case File
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The Commissioner submits his final report in April 1950.  
He writes a special report on Eikichi’s claim.  

Eikichi is awarded a third of what he believed  
would be a fair adjustment to the original sale  
price of his property.  

Many Japanese Canadians are outraged at the slim 
adjustments. Eikichi’s eldest son, Hajime, protests  
the settlement but earns no further compensation.

EIKICHI KAGETSU: Case File
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TEIJI MORISHITA: Case File

December 20, 1941
The Custodian of Enemy Property records the shared 

ownership of the Ebisuzaki store in Vancouver.
–

Spring 1942
The Custodian creates a file on Teiji Morishita. 

–
April 27, 1942

Officials takes control of the Ebisuzaki store. 
–

September 29, 1942
The Custodian holds an “exceptional auction”  

of Ebisuzaki merchandise. 

1943-1945
The Custodian forces the bankruptcy  

and closureof the Ebisuzaki store.
– 

August 28, 1948
Teiji asks an official for compassion in his case. 

– 
October 21, 1950

Accounting firm P.S. Ross & Sons completes  
the liquidation of the Ebisuzaki store.

– 
 

Library and Archives Canada/ RG33-69, RG117-A-3,  
RG117-C-3, RG117-C-4 

Families could avoid separation if they moved to 
sugar-beet farms on the Prairies. The Morishitas 
worked on a farm in southern Alberta. 
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DECEMBER 20, 1941

TEIJI MORISHITA: Case File
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SPRING 1942

The Office of the Custodian  
creates a file on Teiji Morishita.

TEIJI MORISHITA: Case File
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APRIL 27, 1942

“Liquidation” means forced sale.

The Office of the Custodian places the business under  
the control of P.S. Ross & Sons, an accounting firm.

TEIJI MORISHITA: Case File
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SEPTEMBER 29, 1942

The Office of the Custodian sells 
the merchandise of the Ebisuzaki store.

A year later, the Custodian will  
also sell the home and belongings  
of Teiji Morishita and his family.

TEIJI MORISHITA: Case File
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1943 – 1949

The accountants end  
the usual operations of  
the business. They pay  
out the company’s debts 
and collect debts from  
the store’s customers.

The accounting firm P.S. Ross  
& Sons runs the Ebisuzaki store.

This process bankrupts  
the business.

Most of the store’s former 
customers are Japanese 
Canadians who are interned. 
They cannot repay the debts.

TEIJI MORISHITA: Case File
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OCTOBER 21, 1950

The Office of the Custodian records the 
completed liquidation of the Ebisuzaki store.

TEIJI MORISHITA: Case File
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MARY MURAKAMI: Case File

Families could avoid separation if they moved to 
sugar-beet farms on the Prairies. The Morishitas 
worked on a farm in southern Alberta. 

March 29, 1942
Acting on behalf of the Custodian of Enemy Property,  

a family friend, Gavin C. Mouat, inventories  
the Murakami property on Salt Spring Island. 

–
August 19, 1942

An agent of the Soldier Settlement  
Board appraises the farm. 

–
February 25, 1943

Mary’s father, Katsuyori, inquires about  
the protection of his farm and belongings.  

–
June 26, 1943

Mary’s older sister, Alice, accuses Mouat of betrayal. 
–

July 5, 1943
An official, H.F. Green, promises  

to investigate and questions Mouat.
–

September 18, 1943
Katsuyori requests funds “for clothes for winter.”

–
1948

Katsuyori receives a receipt for the forced sale of his 
farmland.

– 
 

Library and Archives Canada/ RG33-69, RG117-C-3
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MARCH 29, 1942

Katsuyori Murakami  
is Mary’s father.

This is Mary’s home.

MARY MURAKAMI: Case File
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Mary’s neighbour, Gavin Mouat,  
offers to be responsible for the  
care of the Murakamis’ property.

MARY MURAKAMI: Case File
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AUGUST 19, 1942The Soldier Settlement Board uses 
these forms to determine the value 
of Japanese Canadians’ farmlands.

MARY MURAKAMI: Case File
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The total value that the Soldier 
Settlement Board agent assigns 
to the Murakami farm.

MARY MURAKAMI: Case File
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The appraisers believe that people of Japanese 
and Chinese descent would see value in land 
that a “white man” would not. That means that 
in a “white man’s” perspective, a Japanese 
Canadians’ farmland could be valueless.

MARY MURAKAMI: Case File
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The appraiser maps  
the Murakami farm.

MARY MURAKAMI: Case File



36
JOURNEYS Digital Resource  
BROKEN PROMISES

FEBRUARY 25, 1943

“I would like to know if somebody has leased our land… ”  

Mary’s father, Katsuyori, asks the Custodian about 
the management of his farm.

MARY MURAKAMI: Case File
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“Yours truly, K. Murakami”

“... So could you please look into the matter 
because we are in need of them badly.”

Katsuyori requests that the Custodian 
send the family their aluminum 
kitchenware and garden tools and hose.

“We lived at Ganges. Our Agent is Gavin Mouat.”

MARY MURAKAMI: Case File
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“A few days ago, the B.C.S.C. 
came and told us to pay the bill 
for the kitchen utensil[s]… which 
we got sent to us.”

“If you can remember, when we were chased out,  
we were told not to take anything except our clothing… ”

Katsuyori argues that it is unfair that he  
must pay for the shipment of his belongings.

JUNE 26, 1943

MARY MURAKAMI: Case File
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“Alice Murakami 
Mr. Katsuyori Murakami,  
former resident Ganges, B.C.”  

Alice is Mary’s older sister. Born in Canada, 
she attended public school on Salt Spring 
Island. It is possible that she wrote to the 
Custodian on behalf of her father.

“And where is the brand new garden hose we asked 
for… You know Gavin Mouat. Well when we were 
leaving, he told us the Custodian would repay 
everything stolen or lost. Well I think that’s the 
biggest lie a person could tell. If you people [don’t] 
agree, where is our new garden hose?”

MARY MURAKAMI: Case File
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JULY 5, 1943

H.F. Green is an agent at the Office of the 
Custodian. He promises Mary’s sister, Alice, 
that he will contact Gavin Mouat to find out 
what happened to their missing belongings.

MARY MURAKAMI: Case File
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JULY 5, 1943
The Custodian’s agent writes to Gavin Mouat about  
the Murakamis’ belongings. Mouat represents the  
Office of the Custodian on Salt Spring Island. Before  
the uprooting, he was a friend of the Murakami family.

There is no record  
of Gavin Mouat’s answer.

MARY MURAKAMI: Case File
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SEPTEMBER 18, 1943

Mary’s father, Katsuyori, requests that the 
Custodian release funds from the sale of his properties.  

“In regards to the balance of money for me, do you think 
I can get any out? The reason is that we need clothes for winter.”

“. . . we can’t even eat on the pay given to me. 
As the winter is coming, we need some clothes for the children.”

MARY MURAKAMI: Case File
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Katsuyori describes how one of his daughters 
walks eight kilometers each day to attend 
the internment camp school. After a year, 
her shoes have worn out. Katsuyori cannot 
afford to replace them on the government’s 
limited payments.

“. . . it is pretty hard for a parent to say no when 
she asked if she can buy herself a shoe.”

MARY MURAKAMI: Case File



44
JOURNEYS Digital Resource  
BROKEN PROMISES

1948

Katsuyori is notified sometime in 1948 that his farm  
was sold to the The Director, The Veteran’s Land Act.

MARY MURAKAMI: Case File



45

N
N

M
, 2

01
8.

3.
1.1

.6

JOURNEYS Digital Resource  
BROKEN PROMISESHIROSHI OKUDA: Case File

HIROSHI OKUDA: Case File

Japanese Canadians are ordered to  
register with the RCMP in early 1941. 

April 13, 1942
Hiroshi Okuda registers with the Custodian of Enemy Property. 

–
June 28, 1943

An official thanks Hiroshi for his service establishing  
education in the Tashme internment camp. 

–
November 22, 1943

Hiroshi undergoes a medical inspection to travel to Montreal.   
–

January 25, 1944
Hiroshi describes his experience in Montreal  

to a sympathetic Member of Parliament. 
– 
 

Library and Archives Canada/ RG117-C-3; Nikkei National Museum/ 2018.3.1.1
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APRIL 13, 1942

Hiroshi registers with the Office of the Custodian 
at the Hastings Park processing centre.

Hiroshi is a young man at the beginning of  
his career as an accountant. He does not own  
real estate and has few belongings to declare.

HIROSHI OKUDA: Case File
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Hiroshi rents a room in Vancouver.

HIROSHI OKUDA: Case File
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Many Japanese Canadians bought  
Victory Bonds to support Canada’s war effort.

HIROSHI OKUDA: Case File



49
JOURNEYS Digital Resource  
BROKEN PROMISES

The British Columbia Security  
Commission grants Hiroshi a permit  
to seek employment in eastern Canada.

The provincial and federal governments  
refuse to provide education in the internment  
camps. Hiroshi helps to establish schooling  
for children at the Tashme internment camp.

JUNE 28, 1943

HIROSHI OKUDA: Case File
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Hiroshi undergoes a medical inspection  
in order to travel to Montreal.

NOVEMBER 22, 1943

HIROSHI OKUDA: Case File
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Hiroshi writes to Angus MacInnis, a Member  
of Parliament from Vancouver. MacInnis is an  
outspoken critic of the internment policies  
and an ally to Japanese Canadians.

Hiroshi describes his own experience in Montreal.

JANUARY 25, 1944

HIROSHI OKUDA: Case File
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MASUE TAGASHIRA: Case File

Masue and her children were first interned  
in the Slocan Valley. They sleep in tents.  
As soon as they can, they join Rinkichi  
in Revelstoke, a nearby town.

Spring 1942
Masue and her partner, Rinkichi Tagashira, register with the Office of the Custodian. 

–
September 28, 1942

Rinkichi arranges the temporary management of his tobacco shop. 
–

1942 – 1944
Rinkichi fights to protect his home and business from government control. 

–
December 27, 1944

The Office of the Custodian seizes and sells the tobacco shop. 
–

February 16, 1948
Masue and Rinkichi challenge the sale of their property  

at the Royal Commission on Japanese Claims. 
– 
 

Library and Archives Canada/ RG33-69, RG117-A-1; Vernon Museum and Archives/ 6069
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MAY 30, 1942

Masue is not yet married to Rinkichi.  
She registers with the Office of the  
Custodian under her late husband’s name.

Whether they have property to declare or not, 
each Japanese Canadian is required to register  
with the Office of the Custodian.

Masue is not yet married to Rinkichi.  
She registers with the Office of the  
Custodian under her late husband’s name.

Whether they have property to declare or not, 
each Japanese Canadian is required to register  
with the Office of the Custodian.

MASUE TAGASHIRA: Case File
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Masue declares Rinkichi as her landlord.

Masue lists her belongings  
on Rinkichi’s form.

MASUE TAGASHIRA: Case File
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This is the R. Tagashira & Co.

Rinkichi owns many properties in Vancouver.

APRIL 22, 1942

MASUE TAGASHIRA: Case File
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Masue and her children live with Rinkichi.  
They list their belongings along with  
Rinkichi’s on his registration form.

MASUE TAGASHIRA: Case File
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Rinkichi arranges to protect his  
business from government control  
while he is interned. A manager will  
run R. Tagashira & Co. in his absence.

SEPTEMBER 28, 1942

MASUE TAGASHIRA: Case File
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A telegram informs Rinkichi 
of the Custodian’s attempt  
to seize his business.

The arrangement protects the  
business from sale for two years.

The first manager Rinkichi hires.

NOVEMBER 24, 1942

MASUE TAGASHIRA: Case File
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Rinkichi repeats the language of the Order  
that seized Japanese Canadians’ property.  
The government said that the seizure of  
property was “a protective measure only.”

Rinkichi protests the sale of 
his business, home, and properties.  
This is one letter of many.

JULY 19, 1944

MASUE TAGASHIRA: Case File
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Rinkichi wants to renew the arrangement when  
it expires in 1944. The Custodian intervenes  
and sells the business to his current manager.

Rinkichi receives $1,800 for his business.  
A year earlier, he was offered $5,000.

Rinkichi changed the name of 
the busines to disguise its ownership.

DECEMBER 27, 1944

MASUE TAGASHIRA: Case File
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Masue and Rinkichi testify at the Royal Commission  
that investigates Japanese Canadian losses. They argue that the 
Custodian sold their properties for an eighth of their worth. 
When a government lawyer denies the government’s role in their 
losses, Masue replies: “It was the fault of the Custodian.”

They testify six times over two years. Masue’s claim  
is rejected. Rinkichi receives only partial compensation.

FEBRUARY 1948

MASUE TAGASHIRA: Case File
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Evidence submitted to the Commission. 

Masue, Rinkichi, and her children lived in this building.

MASUE TAGASHIRA: Case File
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TSUMA TONOMURA: Case File

Tsuma, her children, and her mother-in-law  
are uprooted to the Lemon Creek internment 
camp. The RCMP arrest Tsuma’s husband, 
Moichiro, for protesting. He is imprisoned  
in Ontario.

Spring 1942
Tsuma and her husband, Moichiro Tonomura,  

register with the Custodian of Enemy Property. 
–

September 25, 1942
Moichiro refuses to leave his farm and  

is incarcerated in a prisoner-of-war camp. 
–

December 3, 1943
Tsuma’s mother-in-law, Kuni, asks a neighbour to  

send the ashes of her late son to her in internment.   
–

1944 – 1946
Government officials disagree over what department  
is responsible for sending the ashes to the Tonomuras. 

– 

February 16, 1946
Tsuma’s mother-in-law, Kuni,  

pleads with the Custodian to release funds. 
– 

August, 1946
Officials in Japan record the circumstances  

of Tsuma’s deportation from Canada.
– 
 

Library and Archives Canada/ RG27, RG117-C-3; Nikkei National Museum/ 
1995.125.2
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Whether they have property to declare or not,  
each Japanese Canadian is required to register  
with the Office of the Custodian.

MAY 15, 1942

TSUMA TONOMURA: Case File
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The Tonomura home and farm

MARCH 27, 1942

TSUMA TONOMURA: Case File
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BROKEN PROMISESTSUMA TONOMURA: Case File
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Tsuma’s husband, Moichiro, registers 
everything from their home and farm with 
the Office of the Custodian.

TSUMA TONOMURA: Case File
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BROKEN PROMISESTSUMA TONOMURA: Case File
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BROKEN PROMISESTSUMA TONOMURA: Case File
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BROKEN PROMISESTSUMA TONOMURA: Case File
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The RCMP arrest Tsuma’s husband, Moichiro,  
when he refuses to leave the family farm.  
He is sent to a prisoner-of-war camp in Ontario.

AUGUST 1942

TSUMA TONOMURA: Case File
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The RCMP design this special paper  
to prevent secret messages from escaping  
the prisoner-of-war camps.

TSUMA TONOMURA: Case File
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Tsuma’s mother-in-law,  
Kuni, writes to a neighbour.

Dear Mr. Thompson,

“We’re all living together  
in a very small home,  
where it is very lonesome.”

DECEMBER 3, 1943

“How’s the district of my 
 former Mission City, B.C.? 
 I still miss it terribly . . .”

TSUMA TONOMURA: Case File
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BROKEN PROMISESTSUMA TONOMURA: Case File
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Mr. Thompson, the Tonomuras’  
neighbour, forwards the request  
to the Office of the Custodian.

The Custodian tells Kuni, Tsuma’s mother- 
in-law, to submit a formal request to the  
British Columbia Security Commission.

DECEMBER 28, 1943

TSUMA TONOMURA: Case File
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This is one of many letters between the B.C.S.C.  
and the Office of the Custodian arguing over which  
department is responsible for the Tonomuras’ request.

A British Columbia Security Commission  
agent refuses the request of Tsuma’s  
mother-in-law, Kuni Tonomura.

APRIL 25, 1944
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An Office of the Custodian official argues that  
they should ship the ashes to the Tonomuras.

The agent offers to search  
for the ashes if the B.C.S.C.  
will pay for shipment.

APRIL 29, 1944
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Tsuma’s husband, Moichiro, tries again to  
have the ashes sent to his family. They  
haveregistered for “repatriation” to Japan,  
and hope to bring the ashes with them.

There is no record of the ashes  
ever reaching the Tonomuras.

JANUARY 18, 1946
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“I would like you to send me the $80.00 . . .  
I am in great need of it . . . Not only myself  
but my son’s family is also in great need . . .”

“I am an old woman of seventy-six; my only son  
is interned and his family is in the same condition  
I am in. I just can’t stand it and I can’t stand to  
watch my son’s family in such a pitiful state. Since  
the children are all grown, relief is not sufficient.”

Tsuma’s mother-in-law, Kuni, pleads  
for the Office of the Custodian to release  
additional funds to feed her family.

FEBRUARY 16, 1946
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“. . . my son’s wife worries and  
[doesn’t] know what to do because  
relief isn’t enough. She worries me  
so much that I always think she might  
have a nervous breakdown sometime.”

“I just can’t stand to watch this any longer. I wanted to help them  
in anyway . . . please help me, then I can save my son’s family.”

“Unless you do something to help us all,  
it means we’ll have to starve to death.”

Tsuma is struggling to feed her family  
on the allowance the government  
permits Japanese Canadians in the 
Lemon Creek internment camp.
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Tsuma registers as a “repatriate” in Japan.

(11) The date of departing . . .  
and the name of the port:  

August 2, 1946,  
Port of Vancouver

(14)  I declare the circumstances  
outside Japan and repatriation  
of the Repatriate as above:

(15)  Address:  640 Kondoh, 
Gokashocho, Kanzaki County

(16)  Name:  Tsuma Tonomura

(3) Name of Repatriate:  
Tsuma Tonomura

(4) Address as  
of August 15, 1945: 

Lemon Creek,  
Province of B.C., Canada

9) Family members who lived  
with the Repatriate outside  
Japan on August 9, 1945 

AUGUST 1946
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